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Federal Projects/Scale   State Federal Total Project
 Fiscal Dollars Dollars     Dollars
  Year
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TOTALS $1,174,757 $1,081,962 $2,256,719

Nowhere in the United States are so many people confronted with so many geologic hazards as they are in
California. Over 75% of the state’s 34 million people reside in the tectonically active coastal regions where steep
mountain ranges composed of weak rocks continue to rise above the intervening valleys. Dollar losses due to
earthquakes, landslides, and other geologic hazards amount to hundreds of millions each year. Much of the basic
data utilized in efforts to reduce these losses come from geologic maps.

The STATEMAP part of the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program (NCGMP) has significantly
enhanced the Department of Conservation Division of Mines and Geology’s ability to produce new geologic
maps in California.  STATEMAP has, over the past eight years, helped support geologic mapping in sixteen
counties (Alpine, El Dorado, Los Angeles, Merced, Marin, Monterey, Napa, Orange, Placer, Riverside San
Benito, Santa Clara, San Diego, Santa Cruz, Solano, and Sonoma).  This new geologic map information is
regularly incorporated into decision making on a wide variety of local and regional issues that include geologic-
hazard mitigation (earthquakes, slope stability, liquefaction), land-use planning, identifying potential aggregate
resources, and watershed-basin analysis.

Recent geologic mapping supported by STATEMAP include 27 1:24,000-scale (1" = 2,000') maps.  These are
used by the Division of Mines and Geology’s Seismic Hazards Mapping Program.  The Program, which was
initiated by the California Seismic Hazard Act of 1990, identifies areas where earthquakes are likely to cause
shaking, liquefaction, landslides, or other ground failure, and provides Seismic Hazard Zone Maps to local
agencies.  In essence, the goal of the program is improve public safety through construction of safer homes and
other buildings.
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